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CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

DEPARTMENT POUCH OTTAWA 
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OVER PAST WEEKS WE HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING WITH ICC COMMISSIONERS, 
RLG REPS, BRITISH, FRENCH AND OTHERS SITUATION FOLLOWING OCT 7 
WHEN WE FACE QUESTION WHETHER ANY FOREIGN FORCES REMAIN IN LAife. 
COMMISSION AND BRITISH AMBASSADOR, AS CO-CHAIRMAN REPRESENTATIVE, 
HAV^BEEN DISCUSSING PROCEDURE UNDER WHICH ICC WOULD PREPARE 
REPORT TO CO-CHAIRMAN ON EXECUTION OF ARTICLE 1 . EARLIER AVT'AC 
SINGH CONTEMPLATED REQUESTING FONMIN QUINIM TO SUPPLY STATEMENT 
FROM GOVERNMENT AS CONTRIBUTION TO SUCH REPORT BUT COMMISSION 
WILL PROBABLY TAKE SOUVANNA*S OCT 7 STATEMENT INSTEAD AS MOST 
THAT CAN BE EXPECTED FROM GOVERNMENT AND WILL REQUEST NOTHING FUR. 
JHER. (I HAVE SUPPORTED THIS ON ASSUMPTION ANYTHING FROM QUINIM 
'WOULD BE WORSE*) . 

CPX*S SUGGEST I ON, REFTEL, APPEARS MORE CONSTRUCTIVE WAY TO 
APRROACH THIS QUESTION AND I HOPE FRENCH WILL PURSUE IT PROMPTLY 
WITH CO-CHAIRMAN. I HAVE BEEN MENTIONING IDEA HERE BUT PtlRELY 
AS PERSONAL THOUGHT WITH NO REFERENCE TO CONVERSATION WITH 
ROUX, 
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AS FOR INVESTIGATIONS OF VIOLATIONS UNDER ARTICLE 4 , I 
HAVE AVTAC SINGH*S INFORMAL AND CONFIDENTIAL WORD THAT IF 
CANADIAN COMM I SS I ONER BRIDLE COMES TO HIM WITH "REASONABLE 
GROUNDS FOR CONSIDERING VIOLATION HAS OCCURRED" HE WILL BE 
DISPOSED TO GIVE CASE FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION AND VOTE WITH 
BRIDLE IF PERSUADED, THUS PROVIDING MAJORITY DECISION OF 
ICC REQUIRED TO LAUNCH INVESTIGATION. SINGH TAKES POSITION 
SOURCE OF BR I DLE *S INFORMATION DOES NOT CONCERN HIM AND NEED 
NOT- BE IDENTIFIED. HE ENVISAGES WE WOULD SHCW BRIDLE IN DETAIL 
EVIDENCE WHICH COULD NOT BE PRESENTED TO WHOLE COMMISSION 
AND IF BRIDLE WERE PERSUADED VIOLATION HAS OCCURRED HE WOULD 
SO INFORM COMMISSION. SINGH ENVISAGES, OF COURSE, THAT 
ANYONE, LAO CITIZEN, FOREIGN GOVERNMENT, ET AL CAN BRING ALLEGED 
VIOLATION TO- ICC ATTENTION IN SAME INFORMAL, CONFIDENTIAL 
MANNER AS'MENT I ONED ABOVE. RLG COULD OF COURSE MAKE APPROACH 

OFFICIALLY. 

! 

THERE CONTINUES TO AMBIGUITY RE RLG*S POSITION ON ICC RIGHT 
OF INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION AS WELL AS UNCERTAINTY RE ROLE 
OF RLG CENTRAL COMMISSION (EMBTEL 288). UNTIL TEST CASE 
£RlSEb I THINK THIS QUESTION VERY LIKELY REMAIN IN PRESENT 
VAGUE STATE. MY OBJECTIVE, OF COURSE WILL BE TO MAKE SURE 
THAT IF THERE IS ANY INTERFERENCE WITH PROPOSED ICC 
INVESTIGATION IT COMES FROM PL RAISING OBSTACLES TO ACTUAL 
VISIT OF ICC RATHER THAN FROM RLG TURN-DCWN. 

GENERALLY RECOGNIZED HERE THAT ICC IN MOST OR POSSIBLY ALL 
CASES WILL NOT RETURN FROM INVESTIGATION WITH CUftPRITS AND 
CONCRETE PROOF OF VIOLATION. INDICATIONS OF PRESENCE VIET 
Ml NH, AT PRESENT OR IN PAST, MAY BE FOUND BUT OPPORTUNITY 
FOR CONCEALMENT SO GOOD THAT MOST UNLlkELY VIET Ml NH PERSONNEL 
EVER APPREHENDED. ICC EFFECTIVENESS MIGHT BE INCREASED IN 
RECOGNITION NON-LAO PERSONNEL IF AIDED BY TRIPARTITE RLG TEAM. 
EXPECTED IN ANY CASE THAT COMMISSION ACTIVITY WILL SERVE AS 
DETERRENT AND PROVIDE SOME CONFIRMATION VIET Ml NH PRESENCE. 

MORE IT CAN TRAVEL AND MORE AREAS IT CAN VISIT, MORE EFFECTIVELY 
W'lLL ICC KEEP VIET Ml NH IN HAND REDUCE THEIR EFFECTIVENESS 
IN LAOS AND, HOPEFULLY, PERSUADE THEM EVENTUALLY THAT WITH- 
DRAWAL WISEST COURSE. IMPORTANT, UCWtVER, FROM US PUBLIC 
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OPINION POINT OF VIEW THAT WE NOT BUILD UP EXPECTATION TOO 
MANY CONCRETE RESULTS FROM ICC INVESTIGATIONS. 

COMMENT: WITH ALL THESE THOUGHTS IN MIND WE WILL BE DOING 
UTMOST IN COMING PERIOD GET ICC INTO THE FIELD INVESTIGATING 
REASONABLE EVIDENCE VIET Ml NH VIOLATIONS. 
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